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Kalamazoo County 4-H 

Animal Sciences Project Guidelines 
 

  Project Leaders or Superintendents: N/A 

 

  Project Social Media: N/A 

 

 

Project Objectives & Life Skills* 
● Learn about the normal anatomy, physiology, and behavior of animals.  

● Develop observational skills that are useful in evaluating normal health and behavior of animals.  

● Learn about general disease processes and how animals may be affected by them.  

● Learn about specific diseases and how they may be prevented, recognized, and/or treated.  

● Learn about different career opportunities in the field of animal and veterinary science.  

● Gain experience in researching a topic and sharing that knowledge with others.

● Head 
o Keeping records 

o Wise use of resources 

o Goal setting 

o Critical thinking 

● Heart 
o Communication 

o Social skills 

o Concern for others 

o Cooperation 

● Hands 
o Leadership 

o Responsible citizenship 

o Marketable skills 

o Teamwork 

● Health 
o Character 

o Stress management 

o Disease prevention 

o Personal safety
 

*note these life skills are just some examples of what 4-H members will learn in this project 

 
Additional Resources: 

4-H Veterinary Science Project Snapshot    4-H Animal Science Anywhere 

4-H Veterinary Science Project Sheet–CA   Animal Sciences Lesson Plans | OH 

Shop 4-H Veterinary Science     4-H Animal Evaluation Project Snapshot 

4-H Meat Science Project Snapshot    American Society of Animal Science 

American Meat Science Association    Animal Science | Education Profile 

National 4-H Meat Identification And Judging Contest    
 
MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that 

encourages all people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national 

origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in 

furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with  the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU 

Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement 

by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned. 

Michigan State University is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and activities. Accommodations for 

persons with disabilities may be requested by contacting the event contact [insert name] two weeks before the start of the event [insert deadline date] at [insert 

phone number and email]. Requests received after this date will be honored whenever possible. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/uploads/236/65864/MI-4-HVeterinaryScienceSnapshot_aa.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/uploads/236/65864/MI-4-HVeterinaryScienceSnapshot_aa.pdf
https://msu-prod.dotcmscloud.com/resources/4_h_animal_science_anywhere
https://4h.ucanr.edu/files/162986.pdf
https://ohio4h.org/livestock/animal-sciences-lesson-plans
https://shop4-h.org/search?type=product&options%5Bprefix%5D=last&q=veterinary%20science*
https://www.canr.msu.edu/uploads/236/65872/MI-4-HAnimalEvaluationSnapshot.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/uploads/236/65854/MI-4-HMeatScienceSnapshot.pdf
https://www.asas.org/
https://meatscience.org/publications-resources
https://www.agcareers.com/ag-education/animal-science.cfm#gsc.tab=0
https://meatscience.org/students/meat-judging-program/national-4-h-meat-judging/identification-and-judging-contest
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Livestock sciences 

 

Section A –Veterinary Science 

● The Veterinary Science 4-H project includes both a notebook with detailed research and an 

accompanying poster that incorporates the highlights of the more detailed notebook.  

● Resources used should be credited/cited in the last page of your research. 

● Recommendations for the 4-H Veterinary Science Project  

○ Attendance of as many Veterinary Science meetings as possible or equivalent experience 

○ Field trips to local veterinary practices (large and small animal veterinary) 

○ Plan a visit to Michigan State University Veterinary School - Veterinary Education Day 

○ Attend the MSU 4-H Animal & Vet Science Day 

○ Field trip to kennels, farms, etc. as a way to see how various animal species may be managed and 

housed.  

● 4-H veterinary science project topics examples 

○ Normal anatomy, physiology, and/or behavior of an animal species.  

○ Career opportunities in the veterinary science field (i.e. vet research, vet nurse, etc.) 

○ Specific disease or condition that may occur in an animal species, include the recommended 

prevention and treatment. 

○ Other topics of interest within the veterinary science field. 

Section B–Meat Science 

● The meat science project should include both a notebook with detailed research and an accompanying 

poster that incorporates the highlights of the more detailed notebook. 

● Resources used should be credited/cited in the last page of your research. 

● Recommendations for the 4-H Meat science project 

○ Attend as many Meat Science meetings as possible or equivalent experience. 

○ Field trips to local butcher shops 

○ Field trip to MSU’s Meat Laboratory 

○ Learn about and attend a meat judging contest. 

● 4-H meat science project topics examples 

○ How to identify differences between species in their meat cuts. 

○ Variety of cuts and packaging and why each option is used. 

○ Kosher processing procedures. 

○ Career opportunities in the meat sciences field. 

○ Other topics of interest within the meat science field. 

Section C–Animal Science 

● The animal science project should include both a notebook with detailed research and an accompanying 

poster that incorporates the highlights of the more detailed notebook. 

● Resources used should be credited/cited in the last page of your research. 

● Recommendations for the 4-H Animal science project 

○ Attendance of as many Animal Science meetings as possible or equivalent experience  

○ Field trips to local animal practices.  

○ Plan a visit to Michigan State University Veterinary School - Veterinary Education Day 

○ Attend the MSU 4-H Animal & Vet Science Day 

○ Field trip to kennels, farms, etc. as a way to see how various animal species may be managed and 

housed.  

● 4-H meat science project topics examples 

○ Normal anatomy, physiology, and/or behavior of an animal species.  

○ Career opportunities in the animal science field.  

○ Specific disease or condition that may occur in an animal species, include the recommended 

treatment and prevention. 

○ Other topics of interest within the animal science field. 

https://cvm.msu.edu/future-students/undergraduate-programs/preveterinary-medicine/im-ready-to-learn-more/plan-a-visit
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-animal-and-veterinary-science-camp-2025
https://cvm.msu.edu/future-students/undergraduate-programs/preveterinary-medicine/im-ready-to-learn-more/plan-a-visit
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-animal-and-veterinary-science-camp-2025

